


The only achievement made by OCS so far 
is delaying the adoption of binding regulations: 
NO WILLPOWER TO CHANGE.

OCS was originally created to avoid the upcoming legislation in 
the United States which aimed at granting permits for pellet use.

In 2022, as EU institutions are discussing regulation of pellet pollution, 
the plastics industry is presenting another false solution to buy time: 

the OCS certi�cation scheme. 

The OCS certi�cation scheme “sets 
common requirements (based on the six 
pillars of the OCS pledge that will be 
audited regularly by accredited third 
parties”, according to PlasticsEurope 
announcement. The agreement was signed 
by EuPC, the association of European 
Plastics Converters and PlasticsEurope, 
the trade association representing plastics 
manufacturers in Europe. The scheme 
should be operational in 2022.

The

certi�cation scheme

Again, the industry is 
o�ering us an empty 
promise, entangled in 
a web of “maybe”, 
“commitment” 
and “voluntary”.

So, what does it REALLY mean?

The supervisory board is comprised of 
representatives of the industry, policy 
makers, and one NGO. However, there is no 
guarantee that those voices coming from 
external stakeholders will be heard and that 
they will have an impact on the decisions. 
Indeed, decisions are expected to be adopted 
by consensus, but if no consensus is reached 
then it will happen by simple majority. 
The governance system is dependent 
on industry power.

It is based on common requirements, so:
NO GUARANTEE FOR THE CRITERIA & RESULTS. 
Where is the certainty here 
that those requirements will 
be enough to prevent pellet 
pollution? Will they change, 
evolve according to the ongoing 
�ndings on pellet pollution? 
The EU institutions cannot 
delegate environmental 
protection for the players
to decide their own rules. 

It will be audited, but without public reports, so:
NO TRANSPARENCY.

The industry chose to address the lack 
of transparency attributed to OCS with... 
another non-transparent approach as, 
according to the draft paper of the OCS 
certi�cation scheme principle: “the content 
of the audit report is con�dential. 
Only the OCS audit checklist should 
be shared with the relevant trade association 
via the existing online database.”

Therefore, because of the inaccessibility 
of the results, there still won’t be any way 
for external stakeholders to challenge
the e�cacy of the OCS system. 

The audits will be led 
by accredited third parties, but:
NO EFFICIENT INDEPENDENT CONTROL.  
Even if the audits are led by third parties, 
they will be accredited by the OCS program 
and following OCS essential requirements 
and checklists to perform their examinations. 
So they will only verify if industries check 
the boxes decided by the industry itself, but 
not if pollution is being e�ectively prevented.

Moreover, as raised by a recent study, 
the associated costs might act as a 
disincentive for new companies to join.

The OCS ‘certi�cation scheme’ is a new false 
solution to keep delaying and distracting from 
the adoption of regulatory measures, 
at both national and EU levels.

What can the EU do 
to effectively 
address the issue?
First and foremost, the EU needs to reduce 
plastic production, with quanti�ed targets 
and strict deadlines. 

For now, plastic production is expected 
to double by 2035 and almost quadruple 
by 2050. If it continues to increase, cases 
of pellet pollution will too. 

Second, as corrective action, remediation 
and compensation are unachievable once 
pellets are spilled, prevention is key.
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The decision-making 
system is driven by 
industry voices, so: 
NO GUARANTEE OF fair 
decision-making 

...

?

Once again, when confronted 
with chronic and systemic 
pollution, industries respond 
with an initiative based on 
the will to join (or not join). 

This is a certi�cation 
scheme, so:
NO BINDING OBLIGATION.

The EU should adopt  binding measures that hold all companies 
involved in making, using or transporting pellets accountable by law

Compel companies to follow and respect speci�c and harmonised 
minimum requirements for pellet handling to prevent pellet loss

Impose that all sta� are trained

Set legal obligations for annual and independent
third-party audits of these companies

Ensure that companies are working together across the supply chain 

Penalise pellet spills in the environment and impose immediate 
reporting and cleaning-up

Deny permits for new infrastructure aiming at increasing plastic 
production in Europe
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I say stop!
It’s over!

What is 
the procedure?

MY 
RULES

My industry, 
my rules!
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